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 SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
 

“Is Prayer Enough?” 
 

We’ve all heard and at times we have reminded others, “the effectual prayers of a righteous person avails 
much” [James 5:16]. But what is James really telling us here? Are we simply to go through the mo-
tions? Yes, I promise to devote ten minutes at the start of every day in prayer. It might interest you   to 
know that in recent polls, most pastors spend less than thirty minutes in prayer every week!  
 

All of us need time devoted in prayer, not only for the benefits of others, but for our own spiritual    
nourishment as well. Since becoming a follower of Christ, it has been my privilege to meet, and to  
know, several prayer intercessors (Sammie’s Aunt, Muriel Fuller, Mary Mahaffey at Stonecroft        
Ministries, and most notably, Swann Bates, our ‘spiritual mother’). It’s as if these prayer warriors have   
a ‘hot line’ to the throne room of God! When they say, “I will pray for you”, you can believe it! I’m not 
suggesting that you, or anyone else, should put your trust in people. However, you can trust those who 
have repeatedly shown great faith in the God they pray to!    
 

I have witnessed prayer intercessors when they take their warlike posture when praying to God. They 
know from firsthand encounters that we are in a war to win the hearts of minds of people everywhere. 
Ultimately, mankind is not our enemy. Satan is! Evil spirits influence even the most fervent believer. 
And yes, they can even possess those who do not believe in God through Christ. Some may not be  
aware of the presence of demonic spirits. But they are real; just as flesh and blood is real!   
 

It takes a special breed of warrior to fight battles which are being waged in both heaven and earth. 
You’ve heard me say, “Prayer without expectancy is unbelief in disguise” “Our Daily Bread”                     
October 1, 2008). Prayer is a complete waste of time if you cannot trust in the One you are praying to!   
 

Brennan Manning expressed it this way: “Unwavering trust is a rare and precious thing…it often        
demands a degree of courage bordering on the heroic.  When faced with failure, rejection, betrayal,  
loneliness, and the loss of a loved one, when we are deaf to everything but the shriek of our own pain…
we cry out in anguish, ‘How could a loving God permit this to happen to me?’ At such moments, the 
seeds of distrust are sown. It requires heroic trust in the love of God no matter what happens to us. He 
goes on to say, “In order to grow in trust, we must allow God to see us as we are. And the best way to   
do that is through prayer...As we pray, the unrestricted love of God gradually transforms us.” Brennan 
Manning,  Ruthless Trust  (San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2000) pgs. 6, 16.   
 

So, I ask you, “Is prayer enough?” The answer is simple; yet, so profound. Prayer is enough when you 
wholeheartedly trust the One you are praying to! At best, a prayer intercessor is a conduit. The God of  
all comfort is the Conductor. Put another way, God is the can-do-it!  
 
Have a care, 
 
 

Pastor Cooper 



Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of April our unrestricted contributions 
were $30,716.00 and our expenses were $25,903.69. 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund totaled 
$100.00 for the month of March. This fund is used for 
building and maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
        Your Finance Committee 
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 Dave & Linda Cormany  05/07 
Hal & Elaine Delfossse  05/09 
Steve & (*Carol) Jones)  05/14 
Bud & Mary Merkel   05/25 
Kim & (*Ron) DeFevre  05/26 
Bob & Jo Ann Smith   05/26 

   May  
ANNIVERSARIES 

  Harriette Bjork   05/06 
Merv Olson    05/07 
Pat Davis    05/08 
Marie Rogeness   05/09 
Randy Bice    05/13 
Don Anderson    05/14 
Claire Anderson   05/15 
*Ella Gignac    05/19 
Shirley Freese    05/20 
John Nessen    05/22 
Tim Evans    05/24 
Faith Tally                                                05/26 
Jim Curley    05/26 
Dale Wright    05/26 
Malcom Matheson   05/27 
Altha Sleeman    05/31 

MAY   
BIRTHDAYS 





Sunday Morning Bible Study       
ends today. It will resume in the fall! 

Have a great summer                      
join us in the fall! 

New Schedule for Men’s Bible Study! 

We will be meeting ONCE a month beginning 
on May 15th, in the NW Conference Room    

(off the fellowship area) at 8:00 AM.                   
Come join us!! 

We want to welcome to our church,  
the Jewish Worship group. 

 
This Worship Group was formed for 
those living in Sun City Grand to   
encourage worship for those who are, 
of course, Jewish. They approached 
us several months ago about the   
possibility of using our facilities for 
their meetings. Pastor and I met with 
Marty and Fred Cohn, the leaders of 
the group and welcomed them with 
the session approval to meet here. 
This fall they will be celebrating  
several of their High Holidays includ-
ing Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
We are blessed to have this group and 
welcome them with open arms. 



The following “Thank You” was sent to Women’s Ministry. 
 

Dear Ladies, 
What a beautiful group you are to witness 
to & enjoy a “cup of tea”. Your support 
in both prayer & finances gave me such a 
boost and I so thank you for both! May 
God continue guiding & blessing you all! 

       Mary Hollan 



What Can “I” Do For Grace Community Church? 

 

 Summertime is rapidly approaching. Some of you are anticipating time away from Arizona and others have 
already left. Over the summer I would like to ask you to consider ways that you could use your God-given talents and 
knowledge to help Grace Community when you return in the fall or now, if you will be staying here. In most areas you 
do not have to be a member  of Grace Community Church to lend a hand. 

 One of our biggest requests involves the website. I found out today that the person or persons involved can  
actually do the updates from the convenience of their own home! Any information that needs updated on the website 
can be sent to you via email. Anyone interested in helping in this area, please contact Earl Ellsworth or the church    
office (623-975-9038). 

 On Sunday mornings Steve and Carol, Tim and Eural are doing great work with the computer screen            
information and sound and lights, respectively. However, there may be times when they are away, so backup people 
would be beneficial. Also, we could use someone who would like to learn how to put the needed information (songs, 
weekly activities, the morning Bible scripture, prayer before the service etc.) into the computer sometime before      
Sunday morning. At present our bookkeeper, Annette, is doing this, but in case she is on vacation or ill having some-
one knowledgeable would keep things going smoothly. It takes about 45 minutes to an hour to do. Contact Annette at 
the church on Tuesday or Thursday if interested.  

 In the fall or even this summer it would be fun to have a potluck lunch after church or some evening. A movie 
or game night could be held afterwards or scheduled for another time. Is there anyone who would like to pursue this 
idea? If so, contact Jan Evans or the church office. 

 At present the Deacons are overseeing the Ushers and Greeters. They can always use people who are willing to 
serve as ushers/greeters. This is also a great opportunity for someone with organizational skills who would like to serve 
the Lord at Grace Community to take on the job of “overseer”. If interested, please call Nelsine Ellsworth or the church 
office. 

 In the Narthex there is a small table with a guest book. For several years in the past there was someone         
stationed there who asked visitors to sign the book and gave them a name tag to wear. This is a great way to meet the 
people of Grace Community, identify visitors, and make them feel welcome. If interested in helping the greeters in this 
way, please contact Jan Evans, Earl Ellsworth or the church office. 

 If anyone has a financial background and would be interested in helping on the church Finance Committee, we 
could always use your expertise. Please contact the church office. 

 In the fall the Nominating Committee will be working on a slate of new Deacons and Elders to present at the 
Annual Congregational Meeting in December. These are two rewarding ways for members to serve the Lord and Grace 
Community Church. Contact Jan Evans, Silas Wade, Nan Fraser, Jean Moody or Gordon Walls if the descriptions be-
low fit you: 

1.    Any member with an interest in education, computer skills, financial background, music, missions, property or             
 human resources should consider serving as an Elder. 

2. Everyone is aware of the support and care our Deacons provide the people in their respective parishes. If you 
would like to “shepherd” a few people, please consider being a Deacon. 

3. Most of these activities do not require great amounts of time, but they are vital to a successful church. I pray that 
you will see a way for you to help and that you will let us know. 

 
In His Name, 

Jan Evans 
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Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same hospital room. One man 
was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour each afternoon to help drain 
the fluid from his lungs. His bed was next to the room's only window.  
The other man had to spend all his time flat on his back. The men talked 
for hours on end. They spoke of their wives and families, their homes, their                                         
jobs, their involvement in the military service and where they had been on vacation.  

Every afternoon when the man, in the bed by the window, could sit up he would pass the time by         
describing to his roommate all the things he could see outside the window.  

The man in the other bed began to live for those one-hour periods where his world would be            
broadened and enlivened by all the activity and color of the world outside.  

The window overlooked a park with a lovely lake. Ducks and swans played on the water while           
children sailed their model boats. Young lovers walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every color         
and a fine view of the city skyline could be seen in the distance.  

As the man by the window described all this in exquisite detail, the man on the other side of the        
room would close his eyes and imagine the picturesque scene.  

One warm afternoon the man by the window described a parade passing by. Although the other          
man couldn't hear the band - he could see it in his mind's eye as the gentleman by the window               
portrayed it with descriptive words.  

Days and weeks passed.  

One morning, the day nurse arrived to bring water for their baths only to find the lifeless body of          
the man by the window, who had died peacefully in his sleep. She was saddened and called the           
hospital attendants to take the body away.  

As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man asked if he could be moved next to the window.         
The nurse was happy to make the switch, and after making sure he was comfortable, she left him alone.  

Slowly, painfully, he propped himself up on one elbow to take his first look at the real world outside.    
He strained to slowly turn to look out the window beside the bed.  

It faced a blank wall. The man asked the nurse what could have compelled his deceased roommate to  
describe such wonderful things outside this window.  

The nurse responded that the man was blind and could not even see the wall. She said, “perhaps he      
just wanted to encourage you.” 

Epilogue: There is tremendous happiness in making others happy,       
despite our own situations. Shared grief is half the sorrow, but             
happiness, when shared, is doubled. If you want to feel encouraged, 
just count all the things you have that money can't buy. Today is a   
gift, that's why it is called the Present! 
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HOSPITAL WINDOW  
Author Unknown 
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Worship Service 
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10:00 AM 
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14  15  16  17  18  19  20 

21  22  23  24  25  26  27 
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30  31       

             

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

Worship Service 
10:00 AM 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

 Communion 

Worship Service  
10:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

  

Deacons Meeting 
9:00 AM 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

Men’s Breakfast  
Tivoli Gardens 
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 
NW Conference 
Room 

Finance Meeting 
10:00 AM 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 

Session Meeting 
1:00 PM 

Memorial Day 

Mother’s Day 

Choir Practice 
9:00 AM 

“MOVE”                         
Church Leadership 

Conference 
Cherry Hills 

Prayer Service 
9:00 AM 

Presbytery of the West 

“MOVE”                         
Church Leadership 

Conference 
Cherry Hills 

Presbytery of the West 


